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During the Easter Season we read from John's Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles. There is so much there that can speak to
us as a Church, how we are to live out being disciples of Jesus, after his Resurrection. I want to share some thoughts from
a recent set of readings, Thursday of the Third Week of Easter.
The Gospel (John 6:44-51) comes from Jesus' explanation of the Eucharist. God gives us the gift of Jesus' Body and Blood
at Mass as our food. "I am the living bread … whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my
Flesh for the life of the world." Jesus desires that everyone come to know him, so that he can give us his life. Jesus also says
that "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draw him." When we come to Mass, it is not just our own idea,
God the Father has drawn us to himself, to give us his life.
God wants to draw all people to himself, but how does he do that? How does the Father draw someone not yet connected to
him? It doesn't happen automatically, as Jesus says, "no one has seen the Father except the one who is from God." How then
can people not yet connected to God see the Father, hear Him drawing them to himself? First, that is why Jesus came: Jesus
Christ is the "one who is from God" who is with us to lead us to the Father. Second, the Father uses his other "Christs" his
Christians. We are given the mission to help the Father draw people to himself.
The first reading from Acts 8:26-40 gives us a model for how this happens. The passage begins, "The angel of the Lord spoke
to Philip, ‘Get up and head south on the road …'" Philip is prompted by God to travel, perhaps a way he wasn't used to going.
God will give us similar interior promptings to do certain things, place us in certain situations so that we might do his work.
In this case, Philip meets the chariot of an Ethiopian royal court official, and "the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go and join up with
that chariot.'" Likely Philip would not have interacted with such a person of high office, but prompted by God, he goes. God
will do that for us too, prompt us to "go," to actively reach out. As a Church, as a parish, as individual Catholics, we cannot
simply wait for people to come to us, but must go and befriend those that God desires to draw to himself.
Unknown to Philip, the Ethiopian was reading from the prophet Isaiah to pass the time as he rode. Philip engages him in
conversation and is invited to join him. As they travel, Philip "beginning with this Scripture passage, proclaimed Jesus to
him." It must have been a long and fruitful discussion, for when they see some water, the Ethiopian asks to be baptized. This
is a wonderful example of how God desires to use us as well. For example, there maybe an individual, perhaps already in
your normal interactions already, whom the Spirit is prompting you to walk with. They may not yet be seeking or even
curious about the faith like the Ethiopian, you may not be called to walk with them as far as that official was, but they may
need you to first form a friendship of trust. Listening to the Holy Spirit will help us to know when further conversations
relating to the faith are naturally appropriate. Perhaps I may be there to plant the seed, someone else will will be sent to water
it, but God will be the one to cause the growth (cf. 1 Corinthians 3:6). That is how it was for Philip: once the Ethiopian was
baptised, Philip was called elsewhere. We are not told the rest of the Ethiopian's story, but it is likely that God then sent
others into his life, connected him with the Christian community, so that he could continue to grow in his new faith.
The faith of the early Church spread quickly through these kind of personal encounters. Today the Father continue to draw
all people to himself through their personal encounters with us, desiring them to share in his life in the Sacraments, especially
the Eucharist. Will we answer his call to be his voice, his hands, his feet, his missionary disciples?

One Church: encountering Jesus, equipping disciples, living mercy

Family Formation
April 11, 2018

9 Mass intention was for the souls of Jerry and Doris Rotert.
Mass collection was $34.00.
9 Food Pantry items collected was 13 lbs. 4 oz.
9 Classroom Lesson and Adult Topic was “Kneeling Before
The Majesty Of God (Eucharistic Adoration)”. Eucharistic
Adoration is where we come to worship, adore, honor, and
give glory to God. The keeping of the Blessed Sacrament
outside of Mass was a part of Christian practice from the
beginning. Father explained the Monstrance and our Saints
Reliquary. We venerate Saints we don't worship them.
Worship is for God only. During Eucharistic Adoration we
have an Exposition (beginning) and a Benediction (ending).
This is held on the Thursday before First Friday each month,
for 24 hours. Father Vogel showed us inside the back cover
of our missals to find songs and prayers to participate in
Exposition after morning Mass on Thursday, and right before
First Friday Mass. Father talked about steps we can use when
praying at Adoration. 1. Recognize the Presence of God. 2.
Thanksgiving. 3. Petition. 4. Atonement. If you would like to
see Father Vogel talk in it's entirety check out his YouTube
page, and his other topic's are there also.
(http://www.youtube.com/user/vogelkw).
9 Our last session in May will be Mass/Parent/Students
Session: Wednesday, May 2, 2018 6:30pm Topic will be
"Mary: God's Masterpiece".
9 Next student class: Wednesday, May 9, 2018.
Submitted by Cheryl Veik, Coordinator

When considering a charitable gift to
remember some of these gift options:
A gift of securities
A gift of a life insurance policy
An estate gift through your Will and/or
Trust
A gift of cash
A Specific Bequest – You can designate a certain amount of
cash or specific assets to the parish.
A Residual Bequest – You can plan for the parish to receive
all or a portion of your estate after other specific bequests
have been distributed.
A Percentage Bequest – You can designate a certain
percentage of the estate to go to the parish.
A Contingent Bequest – You can make the parish the
recipient of a bequest if others named in your will are not
living at the time of your death.
No matter how you decide to remember your parish, a gift
from your will accomplishes several key benefits. It sends a
strong message to your heirs that the Church played an
important role in your life. It guarantees that your generosity
to the Church will be continued even after you are gone. It
provides important assistance to. It may even provide tax
benefits for your heirs. Talk to your lawyer or financial
advisor today about the best way for you to remember your
parish, school or religious education program in your will.
You can also reach out to Tony LaMar, Legacy Planning
Officer, Archdiocese of Omaha at 402-557-5650 or
ajlamar@archomaha.org.

Question: Can Catholics believe in reincarnation?
Answer: No. Christian faith is in the "resurrection
of the body," as we say in the Creed.
Reincarnation is the belief that after death,
someone's soul can be reborn into a new body
(whether human or animal) to live a new life here on earth.
This is very different from and incompatible with the
resurrection of the body. From the moment of our
conception, God created our unique spiritual soul specifically
for our unique physical body. The combination of our body
and soul is what makes us who we are. That is why death,
which is the separation of the soul and body, is so painful:
body and soul are meant to be together. It is wrong to think
of our body as simply a "shell" or "vessel" for our soul, as if
our soul is really us, but our body is not. I am both my soul
and body, which is why our funeral rites have such deep
respect for the body of the deceased, and we have specific
places (cemeteries) set aside to ensure the bodies are
respected and the people are never forgotten. At the end of
time, when the resurrection of our bodies will occur, all who
have died will receive their bodies again; body and soul will
be united again as God designed us. In the resurrection we
will receive our same body back, though our body will be
perfected, something like the way Jesus' body was perfected
after his Resurrection. Jesus' body was the same body (it
even had his wounds), but was glorified (he could enter into
a locked room). Reincarnation is very different, for it claims
someone would get an entirely different body, denying the
unique life of the individual person. Reincarnation often
fails to make the distinction between human and non-human
beings, which can lead to the denial of human dignity. It also
can mislead someone into a false sense of security, thinking
that no matter how bad they are, they will get another shot.
Rather, Scripture says that we die once, and then is the
judgment (Hebrews 9:27). Jesus says: "Do not be amazed at
this, because the hour is coming in which all who are in the
tombs will hear his voice and will come out, those who have
done good deeds to the resurrection of life, but those who
have done wicked deeds to the resurrection of condemnation"
(John 5:28-29).

Nash & Courtney Schindler

Nash & Courtney Schindler recently joined
St. Boniface Parish. Nash’s parents are Jim
& Marla Schindler and he has one sister,
Sharla. Nash graduated from Elgin Public
School and Northeast Community College
and is employed at Invenergy. He enjoys
camping and other outdoor activities.
Courtney’s parents are Keith and Diane Schumacher of
Petersburg. She has a twin sister, Sidney and a brother, Seth.
She graduated from Pope John and Southeast Community
College in Lincoln. Courtney is employed at Antelope
Memorial Hospital in Respiratory Care. In her spare time she
likes to run, bake and spend time with family. We welcome
them to St. Boniface Parish!

St. Boniface Altar Society
May Worklist:

**encourage spouse and children to help out, when you call
for help.
Clean Church- Circle 5 & 6- May (3rd Week)
Kookie Klatch- Circle 5- May 19th (2pm at The Willows)
Next Funeral: Circle 6
Next Charity - Circle 1
Next Meeting: Monday, May 21 at 7:00 pm

CONGRATULATIONS
Parish Graduates

St. Boniface School
PreK Recognition
Wednesday, May 16
11:00 am
at St. Boniface Church

St. Bonaventure Parish
Wentling Yu . . . . . . . daughter of Dengyu Yu and Li Wang
and host student of Craig & Gini Seier

St. Boniface Parish
Heather Bauer . .
Taralyn Baum. . .
Madison Dilly . . .
Shelby Dohmen .
Liam Heithoff . . .
Grace Henn . . . .
Logan Henn . . . .
Sydney Kerkman
Marie Meis . . . . .
Paige Meis . . . . .
Nickol Payne . . .

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

. daughter of Terry & Mary Jane Bauer
. . . daughter of Chris & Jeanine Baum
. . . . . daughter of Doug & Shawn Dilly
. daughter of Angela Cuffe & Jeff Cuffe
. . . . . . son of Stan & Dorothy Heithoff
. . . . . . daughter of Tom & Sandi Henn
. . . . . . . . son of Denis & Janette Henn
. . daughter of Steve & Becky Kerkman
. . . . . . . daughter of Jim & Anne Meis
. . . . . . . daughter of Ben & Anna Meis
. . . . . daughter of Ray & Peggy Payne

Behind you, all your memories.
Before you, all your dreams.
Around you, all who love you.
Within you, all you need.
Special recognition will be given to the St.
Bonaventure Altar Servers, First Communicant,
Senior Graduate and World Marriage Day Couples
at Mass on Sunday, May 6, 2018 in Raeville.
(Coffee & Rolls to follow)
Altar Servers
Harlie Bode, Kaiden Bode, Lexi Bode, Aiden Klein, Olivia
Klein, Emma Lordemann, Riley Lordemann, Maddie Schrage,
Lauren Seier and Reese Stuhr.

First Communicant
Kahnen John Pelster . . . . . . son of Randy & Brenda Pelster

Senior Graduate
Wentling Yu . . . . . . . . . . daughter of Dengyu and Li Wang
an d host student of Craig & Gini Seier

St. Bonaventure World Marriage Day Couples
15 Years: Eric & Jenna Lordemann
25 Years: Craig & Gini Seier
30 Years: Ralph & Jeanette Bode, Bill & Linette Pelster, Alan
& Lisa Schrage
35 Years: Tom & Lori Pelster
40 Years: Mike & Cindy Bode
51 Years: Gary & Diane Kerkman
54 Years: Fred & Mary Ann Fangman
56 Years: Dave & Delores Benda
61 Years: Leonard & Ann Beckman
63 Years: Rudy & Mary Ann Starman
70 Years: LaVerne & Bernadine Hoefer (longest married)

When you’re at a hopeless end,
trust God and you’ll have endless hope.

Simon Borer . . . .
Jory Drueke . . . .
Harper Evans . . .
Mikaiah Hoefer . .
Jacob Niewohner
Elijah Pace . . . . .
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McKenna Sauser .
Sofia Schmitz . . .
Melissa Stuhr . . .
Benton Tyler . . .
Myles Veik . . . . .
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. . . . . . son of David & Lindy Borer
. . . . . . son of Andy & Kerri Drueke
. . daughter of Jay & Kristen Evans
son of Niki Moore and Jason Hoefer
. . son of Craig & Jessica Niewohner
. . . . . . . . . . son of Lauren Selting
and Brandon Pace
. . . daughter of Eric & Rosy Sauser
. . . daughter of Laura & Josh Ruge
. daughter of Brian & Clarissa Stuhr
. . . . . . son of Jacob & Ashley Tyler
. . . . son of Adam & Heather Veik

St. Boniface Sixth Grade Promotion
Thursday, May 17
8:15 am Mass
at St. Boniface Church

Ashlynne Charf . . . .
Samuel Hemenway .
Emma Lordemann .
Jazmine McNally . . .
Brooklyn Meis. . . . .
Elise Ruterbories . .
Noah Schmidt. . . . .

. . daughter of Stacy & Danelle Charf
. . . . . son of Ed & Anne Hemenway
daughter of Eric & Jenna Lordemann
. . . . . daughter of Joe & Jill McNally
. . . . daughter of Eric & Brenda Meis
. daughter of Paul & Erin Ruterbories
. . . . . . son of Brent & Jami Schmidt

All are invited to St. Cecilia Cathedral in Omaha, NE
on Saturday, June 2, 2018 at 10:00
AM for the ordinations of Rev. Mr.
Taylor Leffler, Rev. Mr. Patrick
Moser, and Rev. Mr. Padraic Stack to
the Sacred Priesthood by Archbishop
George Joseph Lucas.
The newly ordained Fr. Patrick Moser will
celebrate his First Mass of Thanksgiving on Sunday,
June 3, 2018 at 4:00 PM at St. Theresa’s Catholic
Church in Clearwater, NE, with a reception to follow
at St. John’s Social Hall. While all are invited, he
requests that those planning to attend the Mass and
reception RSVP with name and number attending at
moserordination@gmail.com, or by calling (402)
485-9252, by May 18th.
The Stump & Axe Newsletter serves both our
parishes. If you wish to sponsor a month, please
place $75 in the collection in an envelope
marked "Newsletter sponsor". Help us to bring
the parish news to you.
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St. Bonaventure Church
PO Box B
Elgin, NE 68636
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St. Boniface Calendar Lottery Winners
4-01-18
4-02-18
4-03-18
4-04-18
4-05-18
4-06-18
4-07-18
4-08-18
4-09-18
4-10-18
4-11-18
4-12-18
4-13-18
4-14-18
4-15-18
4-16-18
4-17-18
4-18-18
4-19-18
4-20-18
4-21-18
4-22-18
4-23-18
4-24-18
4-25-18
4-26-18
4-27-18
4-28-18
4-29-18
4-30-18

Joe & Connie Seier
Easter
Jim & Anne Meis
Richard Warnke
Rita Schrage
Tom & ElaineKimes Eucharistic Day
Ron Getzfred
Austin & Chelsea Preister
Jason & Kerri Koenig Divine Mercy
Ralph Pelster
Chris & Laurie Waterbury
Fr. Don Cleary
Dilly Family
Dave Hoefer
Roy Davis
Annette & Tom Snodgrass
Dennis Blair
Carol Funk
Steve & Jane Niewohner
Tonya Kallhoff
Wyatt Stuhr
Ron & Linda Eischeid
Jackson Becker
Vince Spieker
Steve Werner
Michele A. Reicks
Nicholas & Emily Pelster
Jarrett & Jayden Lordemann
Brecken & Owen Childers
Marvin & Robin Kerkman
Tanner Welding

$1,000.00
$60.00
$60.00
$60.00
$80.00
$60.00
$60.00
$80.00
$ 60.00
$60.00
$60.00
$ 60.00
$60.00
$ 60.00
$75.00
$60.00
$60.00
$60.00
$60.00
$60.00
$60.00
$75.00
$60.00
$60.00
$60.00
$ 60.00
$60.00
$60.00
$75.00
$ 60.00

Grieving with Great Hope Ministry
is a DVD series offered by the
Archdiocese of Omaha
at St. Boniface Parish.
May Sessions:
May 3, 2018 Thursday 7:00-8:30pm
May 10, 2018 Thursday 7:00-8:30pm
May 17, 2018 Thursday 7:00-8:30pm
May 24, 2018 Thursday 7:00-8:30pm
May 31, 2018 Thursday, with Adoration all day at
St. Boniface, Elgin and a Mass at 7:00 pm at St.
Bonaventure, Raeville. We will meet in the Ministry
Room in the convent. Fee: $20.
Register by calling Karen 402-843-5987 or
Cheryl 402-843-8023 by May 1.
Thank you to our Sponsors: Elgin Knights of
Columbus #2411, Huffman-Levander Funeral Home,
the Bargain Box and Ascera Care Hospice-O'Neill
and St. Boniface Church.

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven cannot heal.

St. Boniface School Advisory Board
April 20, 2018

Pope John XIII Advisory Board
April 19, 2018

9 Old Business:
**The Parish Finance Committee does not meet until April
26th; therefore the finance reports will be reviewed at the
May meeting.
**Alexa Johnson was hired as a full time teacher for the
next school year and St. Boniface will be paying 3/8 of
Lauren Borer’s salary. These two items increased the budget
substantially. Tuition will not be raised for the 2018/2019
school year. This year we will be using past interest from
the endowment to make up the difference for a balanced
budget.
9 New Business:
**Next school year we will be offering two preschool
classes, morning and afternoon. We plan to have around 17
preschool students and will keep the classes as even as
possible. Seven families have already requested the morning
class.
**New student visitation day was successful. Three families
came for visitation and another family came to speak with
Betty after visitation day. Transportation is the biggest issue
for families wanting to bring their children to the school; the
school is in need of another bus driver.
**The by-laws were reviewed and a few changes were
made. By laws state that at the spring parent meeting the
new board members will be voted on. “At the spring parent
meeting” was eliminated since we now vote via electronic
ballot.
**The St. Boniface School building and grounds committee
will be eliminated because Pope John takes care of the
grounds.
**We may try to start a “Parent Mentor” program at the
beginning of the school year which would match a current
family to a new family. The “Parent Mentor” would be there
to help the new families get familiar with the way the school
is run. A motion passed to approve these changes.
9 Administrator’s Report:
**The preschool program is tentatively scheduled for May
16th at 11:00 a.m. The preschool students would receive a
promotional certificate and this will be the last day for them.
**The last day of classes is May 18th. The Spring Concert
for St. Boniface is scheduled for May 7th.
**There is a committee of four teachers working on a
homework guideline policy. At the faculty meeting teachers
gave input/changes to the policy. Betty Getzfred is hoping
by early next week to distribute the revised policy to the
board and then will be looking for possible approval by both
boards at the May meeting.
9 A combined St. Boniface/Pope John Board Meeting
followed.

Director of Advancement Report by Anna Meis:
**Visitation Day – four students visited Pope John (with St.
Boniface 26 total students visited).
**Development Dinner – 200 people attended- a little down
from previous year. Special thanks noted to the committee
for all their hard work. The late Sally Meis received the
Roncalli “Pope John” Award.
**Annual Fund has currently collected $56,000 of its
$70,000 goal.
**On May 1 the Advancement Office will serve a Senior
Class Breakfast in appreciation to all their work through the
years.
**Next Quad-Lum will be mailed in June.
9 Administrator’s Report by Betty Getzfred:
**Pope John Speech Meet will remain the 3rd Saturday of
February.
**Crusader JAM April 23 & 25. Each board member has
been assigned to serve on a panel.
**Marie Meis was elected as a State FFA officer.
Discussion was held on students missing class time.
**Senior Trip/Retreat May 10-11 following Senior Mass &
Awards.
**Male/Female Athlete of the Year award will now be
changed to Pope John XXIII Student Athlete of the Year.
9 Old Business:
**Budget – Faculty who teach in both St. Boniface & Pope
John will be paid a portion of their wage by both schools.
Amounts from each school determined by how much of their
time is spent in whichever school.
**Malfunctioning Fire Alarms cause was minor and due to
one of the pull stations not operating correctly.
**$56/month will be saved by dropping the student phone,
which is no longer needed due to cell phones.
**A policy will be written regarding girls participation
concerning wrestling.
New Business:
**By-laws are being overviewed and changes made.
**Discussion on next year’s coaching assignments and in
need of a cheerleading coach.
**Discussion on board member terms that are ending this
year, length of term and how replacements are made (parish
elections, etc.)
**Drug/Alcohol Policy - Discussion on Elgin Public & Pope
John having vs. not having the same policy. Pope John
Board opposes having a less than 12 month policy.
9 Next Meeting: May 17.
Submitted by Kelly Starman, Secretary

Mother’s Day is May 13
God Bless all Mothers,
living and deceased.

th

Pope John XXIII/St. Boniface Combined
School Advisory Board
April 19, 2018
9 Dr. Michael Ashton, Superintendent of Catholic Schools
spoke to the board on “Vision of Catholic Schools”
* Proclaim the message of faith * to foster community * to
encourage worship and prayer * to motivate people to serve
others * to build a personal relationship with Jesus Christ .
The Archdiocese of Omaha mission is “One Church,
Encountering Jesus, Equipping Disciples and Living
Mercy”. Our job is to engage families in their church and
school. How do we get there? What will the process look
like?
9 Father John Norman shared thoughts on the school’s
planning process. What will the next steps be; Family
relationship with the school and church. How will our
school system look in the future? A committee needs to be
formed and a plan in place by January, 2019.
9 Administrator’s Report By Betty Getzfred:
**Implementation of the NGSS science standards. The 3-12
grade science teachers have attended workshops and have
met with ESU 8 staff, Heidi Rethmeier. There will be a
different format for Science for grades 6-8 and 3-5.
**A STREAM-CI Excellence grant was submitted to the
Archdiocese. The grant asked for monetary assistance to
help create a maker-space in our library to be used PK
through -12 cross curriculum.
**A teacher’s committee have been working to revise the
homework/ assignment guideline policy. Betty Getzfred will
send the policy to the board next week. She requested board
member to add their input and to discuss it with parents. She
asked the board to share their opinions. The policy will be
reviewed at the May meeting.
**Archbishop’s Educational Dinner will be held Thursday,
September 20th, 2018.
9 President’s Report: Father Vogel explained the approach
St. Boniface, St. Bonaventure and St. John’s of Petersburg
cluster. Members of the three parishes had sessions with
representatives from Archdiocese’s Evangelization ministry
to exam the internal, cultural structure of our parishes and
cluster. Two follow up sessions were held earlier this week;
how do we begin? Held a dream session. The question - is
there a clear path?
9 Old Business:
**Lighting bids - The lighting committee met with Hunter
Frisch of Frisch Electric. Mr. Frisch’s advice was to go with
LED panels. He stated the cost of the panel have gone down
in price. It was decided to do one room and then make the
decision. On April 13th the PK room lighting was changed.
The school has received an Excellence Grant for $17,000.
To install LED panels would be an additional $8,000. There
is money still available from the Excellence Grant and it
was suggested to request funding from the Kavelage Trust
Fund. A motion passed to use the LED panels throughout
the building.

**Safety and security training was discussed. A committee
consisting of staff, board members, firefighters, EMT’S, and
police personnel will meet to review the present procedures
and to make the changes needed for the safety of students
and staff.
**Betty Getzfred handed out the amended approved
guidelines for memorials given to the school.
**A wellness committee will be formed. The committee
with meet with Deb Baum prior to the August board
meeting.
9 New Business:
Summer projects:
**Lighting.
**Carpet (library and Room 2) and replacing the sidewalk
on the north side of school.
9 Committee Progress Report- Grass seed has been planted
where the trees were removed on the north side of school.
9 Next Meeting: May 17.
Submitted by Betty Getzfred
JC Camp is for students who
will be entering their freshmen
year this fall (or those older
that have not made a JC Camp)!!
JC Camp is hosted by St.
Michael's Parish of Albion and
open to all area Catholic students. It will be held at
Tintern Retreat Center, Wednesday-Sunday, May 23-27,
2018. Time is spent outdoors, engaged in sand volleyball,
basketball, softball, soccer, hiking 30 acres, and evenings
are spent around the campfire! There is one adult and one
junior counselor per 4-5 campers. Parents-nothing or no
one can take the place of a parent guiding and instilling
good moral values in their children's lives. This camp gives
them an opportunity to develop a support system to help
them live out those values. If you would like to be a
counselor, please write Paul Weeder at 2672 290th Ave.,
Albion, 68620; or call 402-395-6105.

Families that have students in K-6 for the 2018-19 term are
invited to check out the St. Boniface/St. Bonaventure
Religious Education Program. We have offered the Family
Formation program for the last 5 years. If you want to know
more about the Family Formation program
see RLINK"http://www.familyformation.net"www.fam
ilyformation.net. The first Wednesday of every month
Families attend Mass together at 6:30pm, students go with
their Catechist from 7-8pm for class time, and parents
attend Father Vogel's talk on the topic for that month. The
following Wednesday 5-6 pm is a class just for students.
Families do at-home lessons you get in a packet each
month. For more information, or your family would like to
enroll, contact: Cheryl Veik 402-843-8023. Registration is
May 31, 2018.

